
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

European Business Aviation welcomes the delay for ADS-B compliance 
 

5 May 2020, Brussels. Today, the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) warmly welcomed 
the decision by the European Commission to extend the deadline for ADS-B compliance by six 
months for business aviation operators. 
 
The European Commission (EC) announced it is extending the deadline for ADS-B (see note to editors) 
equipage in new aircraft by six months, to 7 December 2020, citing the devastating impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis on aircraft operators. "The outbreak of the pandemic of Covid-19 virus and the 
resulting impact on the aviation sector has led to unforeseeable obstacles for aircraft operators to 
pursue their activities to bring the aircraft in compliance [with the ADS-B mandate]," said the EC in its 
amended regulation.  
 
EBAA also appreciates the additional flexibility offered by the European Commission with regards to 
the transition arrangements, as well as the exemption for aircraft that will stop operations before 31 
October 2025. Indeed, the adapted regulation says that operators of aircraft made before 7 December 
2020 will have until 7 June 2023, to comply with the ADS-B equipage mandate – if they have 
established a retrofit compliance program before the new 7 December deadline, and the operator has 
not received funds from the European Union to bring the aircraft to ADS-B compliance. 
 
Commenting the decision, EBAA Secretary-General Athar Husain Khan said, "EBAA has always 
supported ADS-B surveillance technology, and while some of our members are already compliant, there 
are some who will have difficulties meeting requirements in the crisis."  
 
Just like the rest of the aviation industry, the pandemic has severely impacted the Business Aviation 
sector. On 2 April, EBAA sent an open letter urging European policy-makers and regulators to protect 
the continuity and survival of the Business Aviation sector in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
measures in the letter aim at the same objective; helping to safeguard as many companies as possible.  
 
"On behalf of the European Business Aviation community, I would like to thank the European 
Commission for their flexibility in these difficult times. The extra time will go a long way in easing some 
of the burdens on operators and help the Business Aviation sector continue to play its vital role in the 
fight against COVID-19 and the post-crisis European recovery", Athar Husain Khan added.  
 
Many operators specialised in medical and emergency flights are currently providing essential services 
to communities fighting the pandemic, including for the transport of health workers. But all other 
medical emergencies have not stopped, and are being handled by Business Aviation operators despite 
numerous operational challenges and travel restrictions. Along with medical and emergency flights, 
the business aviation sector also provides cargo flights, ensuring the worldwide transport and delivery 
of critical medical supplies. Repatriation flights are also organised, supporting European and national 
governments' efforts in reuniting citizens across Europe. 
 
"[ADS-B] surveillance technology makes it possible to periodically broadcast aircraft information, such 
as identity, speed or position, derived from on-board systems…thus enabling the aircraft to be tracked 
from the ground for surveillance purposes. This technology modernises ground surveillance systems, 
with the potential to rationalise the European radars network," the EC said. 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0587
https://www.ebaa.org/app/uploads/2020/04/EBAA-Press-Release-Business-Aviation-will-help-shape-the-post-COVID-19-European-recovery-1.pdf


 

 

Moving forward, more work is still necessary to implement ADS-B technology infrastructure on the 
ground, as well as making affordable solutions available for General Aviation aircraft and adapted to 
safety standards. In the long term, ADS-B requirements should address the needs of all airspace users 
and ensure harmonised compliance in other regions of the world.   
 

-ENDS- 
 
Note to editors: Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast ( or ADS-B) is a surveillance 
technology in which an aircraft determines its position via satellite navigation and periodically 
broadcasts it, enabling it to be tracked. The information can be received by air traffic control ground 
stations as a replacement for secondary surveillance radar, as no interrogation signal is needed from 
the ground. It can also be received by other aircraft to provide situational awareness and allow self-
separation. ADS–B is "automatic" in that it requires no pilot or external input. It is "dependent" in 
that it depends on data from the aircraft's navigation system. ADS–B is being incorporated in various 
jurisdictions worldwide. It is an element of the United States Next Generation Air Transportation 
System (NextGen), the Airports Authority of India upgrade plans in line with the ICAO Global Plan 
Initiatives and Aviation System Block Upgrade (ASBU), and the EU's Single European Sky ATM 
Research project (SESAR). 
 
Media contact: Frederique Luca, fluca@ebaa.org, +32 479 66 08 13 
 
About EBAA: The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) is the leading organisation for 
operators of business aircraft in Europe. Our mission is to enable responsible, sustainable growth for 
business aviation, enhance connectivity and create opportunities. EBAA works to improve safety 
standards and share knowledge, to further positive regulation and to ease all aspects of closely 
tailored, flexible, point to point air transportation for individuals, governments, businesses and local 
communities in the most time-efficient way possible. Founded in 1977 and based in Brussels, EBAA 
represents +700 members companies, corporate operators, commercial operators, manufacturers, 
airports, fixed-based operators, and more, with a total fleet of +1,000 aircraft. Follow us on Twitter, 
LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook, or visit our website on www.ebaa.org.    
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