
 

 

Statement 
 

Business aviation welcomes new Aviation Health Safety Protocol, 
calls upon urgent lifting of travel and quarantine restrictions 

3 December 2020, Brussels. The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) welcomes and supports the 
Aviation Health Safety Protocol published by the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), highlights air passengers should not be 
considered as a high-risk population.  
 
EASA and the ECDC have issued new guidelines determining a coordinated approach to reduce the risks 
related to the movement of people within and between the EU/EEA countries and the UK in the context of the 
COVID pandemic. The health and safety protocol determines that, in the current epidemiological situation, 
quarantine or systematic testing for COVID of air travellers is not recommended. Instead, a basket of 
preventive measures including testing and tracing has been found to minimise the possibility of transmission 
during the air travel process.  
 
Commenting on the new Aviation Health Safety Protocol, EBAA Secretary-General Athar Husain Khan said: 
“Business aviation passengers should be treated equal to local residents and be subject to the same regulations 
and recommendations. We call on national governments and authorities to lift all irrelevant travel and 
quarantine restrictions for Business aviation passengers.” 
 
The document recommends the EU Member States to harmonise their approach and further presents specific 
operational recommendations for the management of travel-related measures to aid in this process.  Athar 
continued stating: “We welcome the new Aviation Health Safety Protocol and the call for harmonisation. 
Business aviation is one of the safest forms of travel and a level playing field across the EU helps us operate more 
effectively and efficiently”. 
 
The European Business aviation community supports measures taken so far by authorities in the fight against 
the COVID pandemic. Safety is – and always will be – our priority, whether for passengers, crews and other 
workers involved in our sector’s operations. Business aviation will keep playing a central role in the post-COVID 
recovery, connecting businesses and decision-makers who play key roles in restarting the European and global 
economies. Our sector is also a leading contributor to tourism – a key economic component in several European 
economies – and to the European job market, securing nearly half a million highly-skilled, highly paid jobs and 
accounting for 90 billion euros of economic output. 
 
EBAA will continue to collaborate with the European Commission, EASA and the European Centre for Disease 
Control (ECDC) on the development of technical and operational measures that are adapted and relevant to our 
specificities to remain a COVID-safe mode of transport. 
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Media contact: Róman Kok, rkok@ebaa.org, +32 488 39 19 79 
 
About EBAA: The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) is the leading organisation for operators of 
business aircraft in Europe. Our mission is to enable responsible, sustainable growth for business aviation, 
enhance connectivity and create opportunities. EBAA works to improve safety standards and share knowledge, 
to further positive regulation and to ease all aspects of closely tailored, flexible, point to point air transportation 
for individuals, governments, businesses and local communities in the most time-efficient way possible. 
Founded in 1977 and based in Brussels, EBAA represents +700 members companies, corporate operators, 
commercial operators, manufacturers, airports, fixed-based operators, and more, with a total fleet of +1,000 
aircraft. Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook, or visit our website on www.ebaa.org.    
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