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Above and Beyond: European Business Aviation to  
Uplift SAF Beyond Minimum Requirements 

 
Brussels, 1 February  2024. The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) and the 
General Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA) today announced a joint initiative aimed 
at significantly boosting the use of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) within the European 
business aviation sector. This ambitious move goes well beyond current legislative 
requirements, signalling a strong commitment to environmental stewardship and 
sustainability in aviation. 
 
The new recommendations, laid out in the report “Sustainable Aviation Fuel Recommendations 
for Business Aviation Across Europe”, detail strategies and measures to encourage operators to 
adopt SAF at a higher rate than what is mandated by existing regulations such as ReFuel EU. 
Using a progressive scale-up approach, the industry underlines its commitment to achieving 
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, aligning with broader global environmental goals and the 
Business Aviation Commitment on Climate Change. 
 
Central to these recommendations is a stepped approach for incrementally increasing the use 
of SAF within the European business aviation sector. The plan outlines ambitious yet achievable 
targets, starting with a goal of 5% SAF usage by 2025. This initial step sets the foundation for 
more substantial increases: 20% by 2030, followed by a significant jump to 60% by 2040. The 
roadmap then aims for an 80% utilization by 2045, culminating in a 100% SAF adoption by 2050.  
 
The set of recommendations acknowledges the challenges faced in sourcing SAF, particularly 
its limited availability in certain regions. To address this, EBAA and GAMA are advocating for the 
implementation of a robust and reliable 'Book & Claim' system. This innovative approach would 
allow operators to purchase SAF attributes when physical SAF is not accessible, thereby 
ensuring continued support for SAF production and use. This system will enable operators to 
claim SAF benefits even when the fuel is used by a different aircraft in a different location, thus 
creating a global network of SAF contribution and support. 
 
EBAA Secretary General Holger Krahmer stated, "This initiative is a testament to our industry's 
dedication to sustainability. We are not just meeting regulatory requirements; we are setting 
higher standards for ourselves and leading by example. It's crucial that we support the 
development and distribution of SAF, and the 'Book & Claim' system is a crucial tool allowing for an 
accelerated uptake of sustainable fuels." 
 
GAMA President and CEO Pete Bunce added, "With SAF playing a key role in decarbonizing 
business aviation, it is vital that we work with authorities and legislators to incentivize and 
strengthen efforts to develop, deploy and increase overall usage of SAF. This initiative further 
demonstrates the industry’s commitment to achieving our sustainability goals.” 
 
The EBAA and GAMA initiative comes at a critical time when the aviation industry is under 
increasing pressure to reduce its environmental impact. By going above and beyond the 
minimum requirements, these organisations are paving the way for a more sustainable future in 
aviation. 
 

https://www.ebaa.org/app/uploads/2024/01/EBAA-SAF-strategy-for-Business-Aviation-across-Europe.pdf
https://www.ebaa.org/app/uploads/2024/01/EBAA-SAF-strategy-for-Business-Aviation-across-Europe.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/09/refueleu-aviation-initiative-council-adopts-new-law-to-decarbonise-the-aviation-sector/
https://www.ebaa.org/app/uploads/2024/02/BACCC_update_0523_A4.pdf
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Media contact: Róman Kok, rkok@ebaa.org, +32 488 39 19 79 
 
About EBAA: The European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) is the leading organisation for 
operators of business aircraft in Europe. Our mission is to enable responsible, sustainable 
growth for Business aviation, enhance connectivity and create opportunities. EBAA works to 
improve safety standards and share knowledge, to further positive regulation and to ease all 
aspects of closely tailored, flexible, point-to-point air transportation for individuals, 
governments, businesses and local communities in the most time-efficient way possible. 
Founded in 1977 and based in Brussels, EBAA represents +700 members companies, corporate 
operators, commercial operators, manufacturers, airports, fixed-based operators, and more, 
with a total fleet of +1,000 aircraft.  
 
Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook, or visit our website on www.ebaa.org.    
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